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ECONOMIC REGULATION AUTHORITY 

733. Hon DEE MARGETTS to the minister representing the Treasurer: 
I refer to the Government’s process to establish the new Economic Regulation Authority outside ministerial and 
parliamentary scrutiny by amending the following Acts: the Builders Registration Act; Conservation and Land 
Management Act, Constitution Acts Amendment Act; Energy Coordination Act; Financial Administration and 
Audit Act; Fire Brigades Act; Freedom of Information Act; Gas Pipelines Access (Western Australia) Act; 
Public Sector Management Act; Railways (Access) Act; Rights in Water and Irrigation Act; Swan River Trust 
Act; Water Agencies (Powers) Act; Water Boards Act; Water Corporation Act; and the Water Services 
Coordination Act.  In giving primacy to the ideologically based rules of national competition policy and placing 
such authorities outside ministerial direction, how will the Government ensure the protection of the rights and 
welfare of the community in relation to the delivery and utility of essential services for all Western Australians? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS replied: 
The Treasurer has provided a response to a question of which notice was given.  However, the question in front 
of me is different from the question that the honourable member read.  The question of which some notice had 
been given referred to a substantial number of Acts.  It commenced with the words - 

In the formation of the Economic Regulation Authority, the following Acts will be amended: 

The Acts were listed, and then the following words are used - 

How will the Government ensure that the policy objectives (as outlined in the aforementioned acts) to 
protect all Western Australian in relation to the delivery of essential and other utility services are 
achieved if they give away their role in regulation? 

Those words are somewhat different from those delivered - if I may venture along this path, Mr President. 

The PRESIDENT:  The minister may choose to provide the answer he has to that question or not provide the 
answer to Hon Dee Margetts’ question. 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I wish to provide an answer to the question of which some notice was given.  I think 
Hon Dee Margetts was being somewhat argumentative in the way the question was changed.  The Treasurer, 
referred to as the minister in the answer, has provided the following response -  

I thank the member for some notice of this question.  The minister will write to the member to provide the 
information she has sought. 
 


